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CONSECRATED 

LIFE
Consecrated Life = misnomer; we all live a consecrated life 

“Consecrated Life” is shorthand for ‘life consecrated by the profession of the evangelical counsels.

	RELIGIOUS INSTITUTE (c. 607)
	SECULAR INSTITUTE (c. 710)
	SOCIETY OF APOSTOLIC LIFE (c. 731)

	Public vows (relig. vow)
	Some Sacred Bond
	No Mandated Bond (no relig. vow)

	Common Life
	No Common Life
	Common Life


Also in code: hermits and virgins (cc. 603-604)

History of religious life:

Eremitical (200-500) fleeing the world

Monastic (500-1200) gathering together w/life under a “rule”

Mendicant (1200-1500) abandoning wealthy monasteries

Apostolic (1500-1800) the finding of the New World 

Father of Monasticism – St. Anthony

Father of Eastern Monasticism – St. Basil

Father of Western Monasticism – St. Benedict

2 kind of vows:  Perpetual profession – vows made for life (607)


First profession – temporary vows which are renewed 
What ecclesiastical authority can establish an institute of consecrated life? (cc. 579-589) 


Diocesan bishop can erect Institutes of consecrated life by a formal 


Decree provided that the Apostolic See has been consulted.


Apostolic See can also erect institutes of consecrated life.  Only 


The Apostolic See approves new forms of consecrated life.

An institute is pontifical if it has been erected by the Apostolic See or has been approved by a formal decree of the Apostolic See.

An institute is diocesan if it has been erected by the diocesan bishop and has not been approved by a formal decree of the Apostolic See.

The members are bound by obedience to their superiors.  Have a rightful autonomy w/respect to the internal affairs of their institute.  The diocesan bishop looks to foster the apostolic works of the diocese.  The superior looks to the needs of the institute and its members (c. 586)
Difference between pontifical and diocesan right institutes.

· Pontifical right institutes are subject to the Apostolic See regarding internal governance and discipline (c. 593)
· Diocesan right institutes are under the special care of the diocesan bishop of the principal seat (c. 595)
Who approves the constitutions (c. 605):

· Diocesan right:  diocesan bishop of the principal house of the institutes.

· Pontifical right:  Apostolic See

What might one find in the CONSTITUTIONS (Fundamental Code) of an institute of consecrated life?


         [also called Patrimony]
1. intention of founder(s)

2. Nature purpose, spirit and charism of the institute

3. Wholesome traditions of the institute

4. Norms of governance*

5. Discipline of members*

6. Incorporation of members*

7. Formation of members*

8. The proper object of the sacred bond

*These (norms, discip., incorporat., forms.) should be…


These should be limited to constitutive requirement others in 


Directives, statutes or norms.

Rights of those living in a CANONICALLY ERRECTED HOUSE?  (c.611)
1. To lead a life according to the CHARACTER & PURPOSES OF THE INSTITUTE.

2. Exercise the WORKS PROPER to the institute unless conditions have been attached to the diocesan bishop’s consent.

3. For CLERICAL INSTITUTRES:  to have a CHURCH, perform sacred ministries, w/the permission of the diocesan bishop to erect a church.
 

Implicitly, living outside of such a house means more limited rights.

If the house desires to change the apostolic works for which it was erected, the consent of the diocesan bishop is required (unless the change deals only w/matters of internal governance & discipline of the institute). C612

What are some PARAMETERS that PROTECT RELIGIOUS FROM THE ARBITRARY decision of superiors:

They can only act within the scope of universal or particular law (cc. 596, 617).  

Abuse of power is punishable by law including loss of office (c. 624§3).

Each superior is assisted by a council (627§1)
Sometimes the consent of the council is needed (c. 627§2)
Superiors are elected for terms, not indefinitely & not to remain “too long” (c. 624§2)
SUPERIORS:  Some obligations (cc. 618-19).

· Exercise their power in a spirit of service 
· Govern their subjects as children of God.

· Listen to their subjects willingly.

· Devote themselves to their office.

· Visit the sick.

· Admonish the restless.

· Be patient towards all.

· Residency (c. 629).

Major superiors (c. 620)
· Govern a whole institute.

· A province of an institute.

· Some part equivalent to a province

· An autonomous house.

· (As well as their vicars).

Province (c. 621) 

The grouping of several houses under the same superior and which


has been canonically erected by legitimate authority.
Supreme Moderator (c. 622) 

Holds power over all provinces, houses, and members of the 


institute.

Local Superior:  in charge of a house.

Superiors are either appointed or elected (c. 625)
The supreme moderator is to be elected by the general chapter.

Other superior are either elected w/confirmation by the supreme moderator, or appointed after suitable consultation.

Responsibilities of the GENERAL CHAPTER (c. 631)
PROTECT THE PATRIMONY, spiritually not economic pathway of the institute:

1. Intention of founders concerning the

2. Nature, Purpose, Spirit, Character of the institute as ratified by competent ecclesiastical authority.

3. As well as wholesome traditions.  

OTHER BUSINESS includes 

1. Promote SUITABLE RENEWAL
2. ELECT SUPREMEMODERATOR
3. Treat MAJOR BUSINESS MATTERS

Chapter Decisions require a 2/3 vote and the approval of : diocesan bishop for diocesan right and Apostolic See for pontifical right.  To change the statutes requires a simple majority of the general chapter. 
There is to be a FINANCE OFFICER in each institute and province governed by a major superior.  Carries out his/her function under the major superior (finance officer is not to be the major superior).  Even in local communities there is to be a finance officer (c. 636)
Proper law of institute determines acts of extraordinary administration.

Only the lower a mount of alienation is set by the Episcopal conference (currently $500,000) this is a dubium iuris (Rose).  The maximum amount of alienation is set by the Apostolic See at $5,000,000,

Requirements for ALIENATION (c. 638).

1. Just Cause;

2. Written consent of the competent authority for validity

      (w/consent of the council)
3.   Two independent appraisals;

4. Nihil obstat of the diocesan bishop (even for pontifical right institutes)

5.  Over 3 mill. Need permission of Apostolic See;

6. Obey civil law;

7. Respect rights of donors;

8. Use money for purposes of the Church (worship, support of ministers, works of apostate, charity).

The 5 INVALIDATING IMPEDIMENTS for admission to the NOVITIATE of a Religious Institute (c. 643) 
1. One who has NOT YET completed the 17th year.

2. One who is MARRIED.

3. One who is held be a SACRED BOND W/ANY INSTITUTE of consecrated life OR INCORPORATED INTO ANY SOCIETY of apostolic life.

4. One who ENTERS an institute as a RESULT OF FORCE, GRAVE FEAR, OR FRAUD.

5. One who has CONCEALED his or her INCORPORATION IN ANY INSTITUTE or society even if licitly separated from it

Institutes own law can est. invalidating impediments.

Who can be ADMITTED to an institute of consecrated life? (cc. 642-643)
1. Catholic

2. Right Intention

3. Qualities required by universal suitable preparation and proper law

4. Absence of impediments (5)

With regard to place and time, for validity of the Novitiate (c. 647):

1. Must be in a house properly designated by supreme moderator.

2. 12 months at least.

*Vow is public if accepted in the name of the church by a legitimate superior.

Only apostolic see can suppress a novitiate
What 3 events occur at religious profession (c. 654) 
1. ASSUMES the observance of the EVANGELICAL COUNSELS by a public vow.  N.B. that it is one vow for 3 counsels.

2. CONSECRATED TO GOD through the ministry of the Church.

3. Are INCORPORATED INTO the INSTITUTE (w/rights and duties defined by law).

Novitiate (1-2 year, not more than 2 ½ yrs.) 17 year old.

Temporary profession (3-6 years, can be extended to 9 yrs.) 18 year old.

Perpetual Profession (life) 21 year old.

Requirements for Temporary Profession (c. 656)
1. Completed 18th year.

2. Novitiate completed validly

3. Admission freely given by competent superior w/the vote of the council.

4. Profession is expressed without force, fear, fraud.

5. Profession is received by the legitimate superior personally or through another.

3 KINDS of ABSENCE from a Religious House (c. 665)
1. Absence of short duration (permission of superior)

2. Absence of lengthier duration up to one year (permission

of  superior w/consent of the council)
3. Absence for reasons of health, studies, apostolate in the name

of the institute (permission of major superior w/consent of

the council)

Act of Cession vs. Act of Renunciation (c. 668)
Act of CESSION (For those in temporary vows and those w/a simple vow tradition):

1. Renounces the administration and use of one’s goods.

2. Renounces the whatever is acquired through  personal work or by reason of the institute.

3. Renounces any pension, subsidy, or insurance.

4. Renounce the use of any usufruct (interest) of one’s goods.

Act of RENUNCIATION (those w/solemn vow tradition or anyone who makes a total renunciation):

1. Renunciation of all ownership.

2. Renunciation of all rights to acquire (not true for those of the simple vow tradition who renounce goods).

Requirements to TRANSFER from one religious institute to another (cc. 684-685).

1. The member must be in perpetual vows.  (If in temp., when lapse at one, start in another.

2. The permission of the supreme moderator w/the consent of the council from both the institute one is leaving and the institute one is going to must be received.

3. Probationary period of at least three years.

4. Perpetual profession in the new institute.  This actually concludes the transfer.

Effects:

1. Dispensation from the vows.

2. Dispensation from all obligations arising from profession.

3. Rights are also lost (no active/passive vote; right to remuneration).

Note: an indult of departure for a cleric does not release him from the obligations of the clerical state.  For this, the indult of laicization must also be granted.

What authority grants an indult of departure to a religious in PERPETUAL PROFESSION?  (VOLULNTARY) what are its effects?

· Pontifical Right:  The Apostolic See grants indult of departure.

· Diocesan Right:  either the Apostolic See or diocesan bishop.

Difference between “works proper to the institute” and works entrusted to the institute.

A WORK PROPER to the institute is one which is PART OF TAHE PATRIMONY of the institute by means of the desires of the founder or one introduced for specials reasons.  It is a WORK OF COMMUNITY.  It is found IN THE CONSTITUTIONS and is subject to THE AUTHORITY OF THE SUPERIOR.  Normally, the institute has a right to engage in these (c. 677).

A WORK ENTRUSTED to an institute is one which is not proper to the institute.  It BELONGS TO THE DIOCESE.  It is subject to the authority and DIRECTION OF THE DIOCESAN BISHOP (c. 681).

Dual Authority Reflected in the Canons in Chapter V.

DIOCESAN BISHSOP holds the AUTHORITY in those matter which (c. 678):
1. Involve the CARE OF SOULS.

2. Involve the PUBLIC EXERCISE OF DIVINE WORHIP.

3. Other WORKS OF THE APOSTOLATE.

Who Appoints A Religious To A Diocesan Office (c. 682):

Diocesan bishop after presentation or assent of the competent superior.

Removal:  by the one who conferred the office or by the superior of the religious after having notified the other authority.  N.B. neither requires the consent of the other.

3 Kinds of (INVOLUNTARY) DISMISSAL from a Religious Institute:  

IPSO FACTO  (c.694 but requires a DECLARATION)

1. Notoriously abandoned the Catholic faith.

2. Attempted Marriage

3. Major superior w/the council issues a declaration of the fact.

MANDATORY c.695 (REQUIRES A PROCEDURE)

1. Offenses against human life and freedom.

2. Major superior sends the acts of the case to the supreme moderator who proceeds collegially w/a council of at least 4 members to issue the decree of dismissal after hearing any defense offered by the accused.  Must be confirmed by Apostolic See or diocesan bishop.

DISCRETIONARY  c.696  (SOME PROCEDURE)

1. Grave, external, imputable and juridically proven.

2. Major superior collects proofs and follows the requisites of the above.

Who can give the indult of exclaustration? Implications?

The indult of exclaustration for three years or less:  given by the supreme moderator w/the consent of the council and in case of cleric w/prior consent of the local ordinary where he will live (c. 686§1)
The indult of exclaustration for more than three years by extension or initial grant:  pontifical right:  reserved to holy see; diocesan right:  reserved to diocesan bishop.  The indult of exclaustration for cloistered nuns reserved Apostolic See alone (c. 686§2)
Imposed exclaustration:  supreme moderator w/consent of council petitions Apostolic See for pontifical right and diocesan bishop for diocesan right (c. 686§3) 

Implications:  member is freed of obligations incompatible w/new condition in life; remain dependent on and subject to the care of their superiors; may wear habit, unless otherwise determined; lack active and passive voice in the institute.

5 Requisites for a canonical Warning (c. 696-697)
1. The GRAVITY of what the religious is doing.

2. What must be done to REMEDY the situation.

3. The EXPLICIT THREAT of dismissal if there is non-compliance.

4. The right of the religious TO DEFEND him or herself.

5. TIME given for this defense (15 days) from receipt

Note: 2 warnings required.  






