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OFFICIAL 

MINISTRY

ECCLESIASTICAL OFFICE is any function constituted in a STABLE MANNER by divine or ecclesiastical LAW to be EXERCISED FOR A SPIRITUAL PURPOSE (c. 145):  
Act in Name of Church by:

· Office

· Delegation

· mandate

Christifideles:  those who have been incorporated in Christ through baptism

FULL COMMUNION:  are those who share  a) profession of faith, b) sacraments and c) government of Catholic Ch in its visible structure and the acceptance of these (c. 205)

Ordained ministry:  different in kind and degree; sacramental empowerment

Criteria for HOLDING AN OFFICE:

1. IN COMMUNION (does NOT SAY “FULL communion”)

2. SUITABLE (endowed w/qualities required in universal and particular law).  Qualities required for validity must be expressly stated, otherwise valid but can be rescinded.

Lay person can receive eccl. office (c. 228)
Qualities required for validity must be expressly stated; otherwise valid but can be rescinded

Simony invalidates the provision of office. (cc. 188, 1380)

Office entailing “FULL CARE OF SOULS” = PRIEST.  (entails internal sacramental forum) c 150 – c 521     [reconciliation/anointing]
INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES (c. 152): 
· those that require residence in SEPARATE PLACES; 
· VICAR GENERAL/EPISCOPAL VICAR and CANON PENITENTIARY; 
VICAR GENERAL (C 478.2) AND JUDICIAL VICAR (C 152) must balance w/c 274, 1420) unless size of diocese…
WAYS OF PROVIDING AN OFICE:

FREE CONFERRAL (e.g. diocesan curia, vicar general, Episcopal vicar, pastor).  It is within the competence of the diocesan bishop to provide for ecclesiastical offices within his particular church by free conferral.  Counsel is required for diocesan finance officer. (c. 157)
PRESENTATION (religious pastors presented by their superior)(c. 158ff
ELECTION (major superior) – sometimes requires confirmation in 8 days; sometimes not:  pope.  c 164

POSTULATION (when person is chosen who is not suitable according to particular or universal law).  C. 180ff

STEPS to obtain that office (c. 146ff)
1. SELECTION

2. CONFERRAL (ius in re) gives the right)

3. POSSESSION (physical taking possession)

LOSS OF OFFICE

1. RESIGNATION - sometimes for validity, it must be accepted:  bishop; sometimes not:  finance officer (c 189)
2. TRANSFER  (c 1900
3. REMOVAL – determined by decree or by law (attempted marriage of cleric/loss of clerical state/public defection) – but not usually because of crime.  Grave reason necessary (c 193) 
4. LAPSE OF PREDETERMINED TIME:  (cc 153, 522)
C186 – still must be written.

5. PRIVATION (removal as a penalty):  heresy/solicitation (c 196)
Remember:  it is baptism which gives a person participation in the triple munera of Christ.

But the church claims a RIGHT TO REGULATE MINISTLRY in varying degrees depending on the amount of Church representation is involved.

REMEMBER:  FOR A BISHOP TO EXERCISE HIS MINISTRY HE NEEDS:

1. EPISCOPAL CONSECRATION.

2. COMMUNION W/THE POPE.  Hierarchial Communion

Jurisdiction – from canonical mandate

Official Ministry:  ministry done in the name of the Church.

ASSOCIATIONS c. 215

cc. 298-329

1. Promote more perfect life.

2. Foster public worship.

3. Promote Christian doctrine

4. Exercise other apostolic works.

ASSOCIATION / FAITHFUL (c. 303)
PUBLIC



PRIVATE

Acts in name of Church


Private initiative

Approved Statutes by comp. auth.
Statutes recognized by comp auth
Public JP



Maybe – JP and only by decree
Only Catholic is a member 

Directed by comp auth


Vigilance by com auth
Bona ecclesiastica


NOT bona ecclesiastica
3 TYPES of associations:  de facto, private, public

DE FACTO – right to associate comes from baptism.

PRIVATE Associations w/o juridic personality.  (Statutes reviewed)
PRIVATE Associations w/juridic personality by decree.  (Statutes approv)

PRIVATE Associations w/juridic personality by law.  (Statutes approv) 

*Note the above evidence increasing church involvement.

· Competent ecclesiastical authority must give approval to use “Catholic” in title of an association.  (“Catholics United for the Faith” is not a Catholic work, however, it is a work of Catholics).

· ALL associations are subject to vigilance of diocesan bishop (c. 305).

Other types of associations:

· Clerical – (1) assumes the use of orders, (2) under direction of  

· clergy, (3) recognized as such (cc. 302, 215)
· Lay

· Mixed

· Affiliated w/ a Religious Institute (3rd Orders)

Private association may pick a spiritual advisor from among the priests, however, he must be confirmed by the local ordinary.

Public associations have chaplain; named by competent ecclesiastical authority (c. 317).

Private associations freely select their moderator (cc. 324, 145).

Public associations elect thei5 moderator and, according to the statutes, may need confirmation by the competent ecclesiastical authority (c. 318§2).

Competent ecclesiastical authority for universal association:  Apostolic See.

Competent ecclesiastical authority for national association:  Episcopal conference.

Competent ecclesiastical authority for diocesan association - diocesan bishop.

Implicit:  religious order - competent authority for 3rd orders.

TO SUMMARIZE PUBLIC ASSOCIATION (c. 301ff):

1. Erected by competent ecclesiastical authority.

2. Has juridic personality by the law.

3. Mission is given, if required.

4. Direction (rather than vigilance) of competent ecclesiastical

authority.

Those who may NOT BE MEMBERS of public association:

1. One who has rejected the Catholic Faith.

2. One who has abandoned ecclesiastical communion.

3. One punished w/imposed or declared excommunication.

A non-Catholic CAN join, an ex-Catholic CANNOT!

A private/public association can be suppressed by competent authority.

There is a complimentarily between priests and laity.  Laity are to imbue the temporal order w/the spirit of the Gospel.  Clerics should not take over the role of the laity.  However, the clergy have a sacramental role which should not be taken over by the laity.

For Valid Ordination:  Baptized male and right intention
For Licit Ordination:

1. Necessary Qualities

2. No irregularities or simple impediments.

3. Proper Documents.

4. Investigation.

5. Prerequisites.

All in judgment of proper bishop.

Officials of the Seminary

· Rector

· Vice-Rector (is useful)

· Finance Officer

· Professors – appointed by bishop  c 253

· Spiritual Director c 240
· Confessors.

· (Academic Dean)

SIMPLE IMPEDIMENTS TO ORDERS:  once the situation causing the impediment end, the impediment ceases.

1. A man w/a wife.  Reserved (c. 1042)
2. A man who holds an office or position of administration forbidden to clerics.  cf  cc 285 & 286

3. A neophyte.

A person w/an irregularity (perpetual impediment) or simple impediment is prevented from receiving orders:  the only impediments are those contained in the code.

IRREGULARITIES for the RECEPTION OF ORDERS (c. 1041)
IRREGULARITY = A PERPETEUAL IMPEDIMENT.

1. Insanity (or other psychic defect)

2. Committed delict of apostasy, heresy, schism.  Reserved

3. Attempted marriage.  Reserved

4. Voluntary homicide, procured effective abortion,

cooperation in either.  Reserved

5. Suicide or self-mutilation.

6. Simulation of an act of orders.

The ordinary can dispense from irregularities & impediments not reserved to Apostolic See.

Those w/irregularities or simple impediments are prevented from receiving or exercising orders.

IRREGULAR for the Exercise of Orders Already Received (c 1044):
1. One illicitly ordained w/an irregularity

2. Public apostasy, heresy, schism

3. Person who has attempted marriage

4. Homicide, abortion

5. Self-mutilation, attempted suicide

6. Simulation of an act of orders he was forbidden or incapable of

ALL REQUIRE THE ABILITY TO PLACE A HUMAN ACT.

IMPEDED for the exercise of orders already received.

1. One illicitly ordained w/an impediment.

2. Insanity (once the situation ends, the impediment ceases).

Four Rites Prior to Diaconate:

1. Candidacy  c 1034 (can possibly be dispensed)

2. Lector  (c 1035)
3. Acolyte

4. Rite of public assumption of celibacy (c 1037)
(cc 277 & 288)
MATTER AND FORM OF ORDERS:  Imposition of hands and consecratory prayer.

For VALIDITY:

· A baptized male with right intention 
· Consecrated bishop

· Imposition of hands

· Consecratory prayer

What about intention?  Doesn’t seem to be required for validity.  “It is unlawful to force someone to be ordained.”

ORDINAND need HABITUAL INTENTIONS of being ordained

CONSECRATING BISHOP needs ACTUAL INTENTION to ordain.

Requirements for A LICIT ORDINATION

1. Freedom

2. Necessary preparation.

3. Confirmed

4. Suitable (necessary qualities (faith, intention, knowledge, reputation, morals); documents in order, investigation.

5. Rites already received (cand., lect., acolyte, celibacy)

6. Canonical Age:

Permanent celibate deacon:    
35 in U.S.

Permanent married deacon:   
35

Transitional deacon:             
23

Priest:                                     
25

Bishop



35 (and priest for 5 yrs.)

Dimissorial Letters:  These send a person to be ordained by a “different” bishop.

· The proper bishop (bp of domicile or bishop where the person intends to devote himself)

· Major superior or a clerical religious institute or society of pontifical right.

Diocesan Administrator of vacant see w/the consent of the college of consultors to a bishop.  NB, for deacons the see musts be vacant for one year because the diocesan administrator cannot incardinate anyone unless the see has been vacant for more then one year (c. 1018) 
A bishop who ordains without dimissorials:  prevented from ordaining for one year.  The person ordained is automatically suspended.

INCARDINATION

Every cleric must be incardinated
Incardinated into:

1. Particular church

2. Personal prelature

3. Religious Institute (must be perpetually professed)

4. Secular Institute by grant of the Apostolic See.

5. Society of Apostolic Life (must be definitively incorporated)

Member of a secular institute is incardinated in the particular church for whose service he has been advanced, nisi he is incardinated into the institute by grant of the Apostolic See.

INCARDINATION causes TWO BONDS to come into existence.

1. Legal

2. Spiritual

Effect of Ordination of deacon = 1) incardination; 2) obligation and rights of cleric (c. 273ff) 
Way of LOSING INCARDINATION in a particular church (diocese)

1. loss of clerical state – declaration of nullity, penalty, reversal

2. Formal excardination

3. Ipso Iure excardination – 5 yrs./4 mos.

4. Implicit excardination (Secular priest incardinating into an institute or society)

5. Member of institute or society incardinating into a particular church.

Formal EXCARDINATION/INCARDINATION


Letter of excardination from one bishop simultaneously w/


Letter of incardination from the second bishop.

When two letters are received, the priest is excardinated from one diocese and incardinated in the other.

Ipso Facto = excardination/incardination (5 years + 4 months)
After 5 YEARS OF LAWFULLY LIVING in another diocese, a priest ASKS IN WRITING for incardination from the one bishop and excardination from the other.

If he receives NO REPLY FROM EITHER AFTER 4 MONTHS he is excardinated from the one diocese and incardinated in the other by the law itself.

IMPLICIT excardination/incardination

Of a secular priest… through perpetual vows or definitive incorporation into an institute of consecrated life or society of apostolic life.  This cleric must move through:

· Novitiate

· Temporary vows

· Solemn vows or definitive incorporation

Of a Religious priest seeking to excardinate from order and incardinate into a diocese.

· Indult of departure:  not granted unless he finds bishop to incardinate him.

· Receiving bishop grants incardination. 
· Bishop may receive him experimentally.  By law he is incardinated after five years have passed, unless the bishop has refused him.

Diocesan administrator is not to grant incardination (remember deacons), excardination, or permission to move to another particular church---unless the see has been vacant for more than a year and he has received the consent of the college of consultors.

Remember that CONSENT ALWAYS APPLIES TO SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.  Therefore, the consultors cannot consent to some sort of general “delegation: to grant incardinations.

LOSS of the CLERICAL STATE

1. Declaration  of the nullity of orders.  (judicial or administrative process)  Granted by Congregation for Divine Worship & Discp. Sacr.

2. Rescript of the Holy See.
3. Penalty of dismissal.  (The result of a judicial penal process requires 3 judges.  Also required for imposition/declaration of excommunication.  Bp may allow 1 judge.) e.g. 1395 matters.
4. SST Administrative Process
5. Death
A VOW involves the INTERNAL FORUM:  it is made to God.  A PUBLIC VOW is a vow made TO GOD RECEIVED IN THE NAME OF THE CHURCH by a legitimate SUPERIOR.

A PROMISE involves the EXTERNAL FORUM:  it is MADE TO THE CHURCH.  It is a CANONICAL OBLIGATION.

Obligations and rights of clerics:

Holiness (liturgy of hours); celibacy, association, continuing education, remuneration, avoid trade, unbecoming behavior.

OBLIGATIONS/RIGHTS OF CLERGY


· Obligation to obedience to Pope and ordinary/incardinate

· Celibacy – non marriage

· Chastity – right ordaining

· Continence – non use (no sex)

· L.O.H. – Liturgy of the Hours

· Residence
· All of those of Christifideles:  c 220 (good reput); vindicate & defend rights; remuneration; vacation
