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TEACHING 

OFFICE
Previously:  revelation was a deposit of faith, things, objects (OT)
Presently:  revelation in the second person of God, Jesus.  It involves an interpersonal reality and calls for the response of faith (c. 747)
Revelation comes to us in SCRIPTURE and TRADITION

There is both a right and duty to teach truth (c. 748).  Yet no one can be forced to embrace the Catholic faith against their will (c. 742)
Summary of conciliar teaching:

All the people of God have responsibility to witness to God revealing himself in our times.

The TOUCHSTONE of our witness (regula fidei) is the WITNESS TO THE ORIGINAL REVELATION.  TRADITION is the HANDING ON OF THIS WITNESS.

The teaching office is a ministry in service to the Church.

The teaching office has the responsibility to INTERPRET AUTHORITATIAVELY when problems ARISE AS TO THE REVELATION TO WHICH WE ARE ALL TO WITNESS.

The rule of faith (regula fidei) is based on the authority of the one who teaches (magisterium)

Independent of any civil power, the CHURCH HAS INNATE RIGHT TO:

1. PREACH THE GOSPEL (c. 747)
2. OWNERSHIP (c. 1254§1)
3. Use means to COERECE OFFENDING MEMBERS of the church (c. 1311)
Divine Positive Law:  Revelation – scripture, tradition.

Divine Natural Law:  seen in the order of things and discovered by human reasoning.  Also of divine oirgin.

Human Law:  Positive Law.

Ecclesiastical Law: created by competent authority 

Civil law: binds citizens of state 
INFALLIBLE TEACHINGS:  
CREDENDA:  to be believed w/divine and Catholic faith. FAITH IS OWED (c. 750§1).  SANCTION:  excommunication for heresy.

TENENDA:  deals w/secondary objects of revelation to be embraced/retained.  It may also be proclaimed definitively.  FAITH is OWED (c. 750§2).  SANCTION:  just penalty  
0BSEQUIM IS OWED.  Obsequium is the response to something presumed to be true, but which m ay be fallible.  It is an ACT OF TRUST, NOT FAITH (c. 752) Sanction:  a just penalty.

The Extraordinary Magisterium engages infallibility.  (pope ex cathedra, ecumenical council, college of bishops dispersed throughout the world).

Pope speaks DEFINITIVELY when (1) in exercise of his office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, (2) in virtue of his supreme apostolic authority, (3) he defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals, (4) to be held by the whole Church.

The authentic magisterium of the Universal Church (ordinary magisteriuim) does not exercise infallibility of the Church.  It is fallible, but presumed correct.’

No doctrine is to be held as infallibly defined unless it is clearly established as such (c. 750§3).

HERESY:  Post-baptismal obstinate denial of some truth which must be believed w/divine and catholic faith, or likewise some obstinate doubt concerning the same (c. 751) 
APOSTASY:  the total repudiation OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

SCHISM:  the refusal of submission to the Roman Pontiff.

· All latae sententiae excommunications (c. 1364) 
· Ipso iure loss of office for apostasy and schism (c. 1336).

· For cleric can also lead to loss of clerical state (c. 1364§2)
MINISTRY of the WORD – PREACHING & CATECHETICS (cc. 756-759).

Sources of the ministry of the Word:  Scripture, tradition, Liturgy, Magisteriuim, life of the Church (note the order).

Preaching:  to propose what people ought to believe and do.


Homily (cc. 766-767)
· Pre-eminent form of preaching.

· Given only by a cleric.

· Within a liturgy.
· Required on Sundays or holy days, unless a serious reason prevents.

Lay preaching (cc. 578-759)

Masses w/children.  After the homily (but not to look like a


Homily).


Lay persons have no right and no faculty to preach in church


buildings.  But can be admitted to preach in a church 


building and during a liturgy when it is useful or necessary

In particular cases by diocesan bishop judging spiritual advantage of 


Faithful (c. 766)

Permission not required outside of liturgy or church building.


Conference of Bishops or diocesan bishop are to issue norms 


on lay preaching.  Origins 31/33 (2002):551

FACULTY TO PREACH:

BISHOPS are authorized by right to PREACH EVERYWHERE (c. 763).  

Some possess the faculty BY OFFICE such as pope, diocesan bishop, pastor (c. 764).
PRESBYTERS AND DEACONS have the FACULTY BY LAW to preach EVERYWHERE, UNLESS the faculty  has been restricted or revoked by the competent ecclesiastical authority or unless permission is required by particular law.  

PREACHING TO R ELIGIOUS REQUIRES PERMISSION of the competent superior according to constitutions (c. 765)
Note:  the FACULTY TO HEAR CONFESSIONS is NOT PRESUMED w/ORDINATION (cc. 967§2, 132, 479, 510)
It comes from OFFICE (local ordinary, pastor), LAW (pope, cardinals, bishops) or DELEGATION by competent authority (only the local ordinary is competent).  

When it is granted HABITUALLY BY OFFICE OR DELEGATION, the LAW extends the FACULTY TO HEAR EVERYWHERE in the world.  The law also grants the faculty for ANY PRESBYTER to hear a confession in DANGER OF DEATH situations.

CATECHETICS is DESIGNED FOR LIFE, has a pastoral intent.

Catechesis in the law is PRIMARILY PAROCHIAL.  Catechesis differs from but is related to religious education.  Religious education can be carried out in school.

Catechetics takes place through FORMATION IN DOCTRINE and EXPERIENCE OF CHRISTIAN LIVING (c. 785)
MISSIONARY ACTIVITY

ENTIRE CHURCH IS MISSIONARY by NATURE.  Laity evangelize within the sphere of their activity (c. 781)
MISSIONARIES are those persons who are SENT TO ENGAGE in missionary work by competent ecclesiastical authority; may be native or non-native, secular clerics, members of consecrated life, or laity (c.785).

Therefore the need for formal missioning by church authority (c. 784)
Could be superior, diocesan bishop, bishops’ conference, Apostolic See (c. 786).

Churches are not considered to be fully established until they become concerned w/missionary work, that is evangelization, on their own.

Rights of CATECHUMENS (c. 788)
· Can be buried w/a catholic ceremony.

· Can be married w/Catholic ceremony (but not bound by catholic form, nor are some impediments applicable).

Structures for Education in the Code

· Schools up through what we consider grade 12 (c. 796ff))

· Catholic Universities (c. 807)
· Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties (c. 815ff)
Schools are an aid to parents, home-schooling not prohibited.

Schools:   only a competent ecclesiastical authority can consent to use name “Catholic” for a school.  Competent ecclesiastical authority must give written recognition for school to be a Catholic School (c. 803) 
The faithful can establish schools, but official teachers of doctrine must be designated by the hierarchy, and don’t forget the note above about “Catholic” in the title (c. 800§2)
Any public juridic person can “run” a school, but subject to the diocesan bishop’s visitation/supervision (c. 806)
Catholic Schools:  3 types according to external criteria (c. 803)
1. Run by competent ecclesiastical authority such as the diocesan bishop 
2. Run by public juridic person such as religious 
3. If none of the above, must have recognition in writing by competent ecclesiastical authority.

Besides external criteria, they must also have internal elements.

Content, formation, teachers of correct doctrine and integrity of life.

Schools of religious institutes are automatically Catholic schools, but need consent of bishop to establish them (cc. 801, 803) 
University:  has at least 3 graduate faculties.

College:  primarily undergraduate (in other countries, colleges are


Residences for university students).

Catholic identity of university (c. 808):


Internal dimension (reapse Catholica) – follows catholic doctrine, teachers lead life of integrity and faith.


External dimension. Relationship w/church, various approaches.

(Provost)


public juridic person


Could all of these be


private juridic person


catholic by law.  


recognized private association
             Provost:  yes.


individual w/official recognition
             Morrissey:  no.


works of Catholics

Summary:  Catholic School vs. Catholic University.

Catholic Schools must be:


Reapse catholica (internal).


Authority must say the school is Catholic (external)
Catholic college/university:


Reapse catholica (internal).


A commitment to be Catholic on the part of the 

College/university (external) 

But to refer to itself as “Catholic University” consent of


ecclesiastical authority is required.  In practice, if a college


wants “Catholic” in its title, go to Apostolic See.

Mandate to teach in a college/university (cc 812, 818)
· Binds only Roman Catholics

· Theological Disciplines.

· Only for teachers.  Not required for research.
· Competent ecclesiastical authority grants mandate.


(diocesan bishop, Episcopal conference, Apostolic See).

Mandate in normal canonical usage means delegation:  here it is NOT delegation, but is participation in apostolate of hierarchy.

Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties:

· Erected or approved by the Apostolic See.

· Faculty receives a canonical mission.

· Holy See has a supervisory role w/respect to them.

IMPRIMATUR: a stamp, SEAL OF APPROVAL.  At present, it means that everything is IN CONFORMITY w/OFFICIAL CHURCH TEACHING (c. 823).

LICENTIA w/regard to publications means PERMISSION TO PUBLISH, the work is FREE OF ERRORS regarding Catholic FAITH AND MORALS.

APPROBATIO w/regard to publications means this IS THE TEACHING of the CHURCH.

Competent local authority:  of the author or of the publisher.

ATTESTATIO:  liturgical books
CENSORS (c. 830)

Impartial review.  Looks to teaching of Church as proposed by ecclesiastical magisterium.

The ONLY THING a censor can LOOK AT IS THE MAGISTERIUIM OF THE CHURCH.  It is UNCLEAR WHETHER SPECULATIVE THINGKING can RECEIVE THE NIHIL OBSTAT of the censor.

NIHIL OBSTATE (NOTHING IS IN THE WAY) is required for the ordinary’s permission to publish.  If the ordinary gives PERMISSION TO PRINT, must give OWN NAME, DATE AND PLACE.  This is USUALLY TERMED IMPRIMATUR.
PROFESSION OF FAITH (c. 833) required of:

  Persons who participate in ecumenical or particular council.

  Those promoted to cardinalate.

  Those promoted to episcopacy.

  Diocesan administrator

  Vicars general, Episcopal vicars, vicars judicial

  Pastors

  Rector of a seminary

  Professors of theology & philosophy in seminaries

  Those to be promoted to the diaconate

  Teachers in any universities whatsoever who teach disciplines 


dealing w/faith and morals.

  Superiors in clerical religious institutes

  Also take oath of fidelity to support the Holy See.

