Revelation Scripture Study

Revelation 2
For each church, note:

· The introduction to each angel, the symbolic title of Christ

· the praise, criticism, advice and blessing given to each church
· the invitation to hear and the promise made to each church

Be attentive to any symbols that remind you of other parts of Scripture.

Mt 13:3-9, esp. v. 9 (Let him who has ears hear)

Gen 2:8-9 (The tree of life in the paradise of God)

Rom 9:4-8 (Israel is redefined not as decendents of the flesh, but children of the promise by faith)

Luk 12:4-5 (The second death of Hell)

Num 22-24 (Balak, king of Moab, and Balaam, Moabite prophet)

Num 31:5-16, esp. v. 16 (The Israelites are seduced by Moabite women against Moses' command)

1 Cor 8:4-13 (Food sacrificed to idols)

1 Cor 10:18-31 (Food sacrificed to idols)

Nicolaitans were followers of Nicolas, a name which means “to conquer the people.”

Balaam comes from the Hebrew, a name which means “to dominate the people.”

Ex 16 (Manna or bread from Heaven given in the desert)

Is 62:1-2 (Zion and Jerusalem will be called by a new name)

Gen 28:10-22 (Jacob sets up a stone at Bethel to mark a place of blesssing)

Mat 21:42-43 (Jesus is the stone rejected by the builders, but now the cornerstone)

1 Kg 16:30-32 (Ahab married Jezebel who served Baal)

1 Kg 18 (Jezebel murders the prophets; Elijah challenges the prophets of Baal)

1 Kg 21 (Jezebel kills Naboth so Ahab can have his vineyard)

2 Kg 9 (Jezebel is killed for her sins)

Jer 18:1-11 (The potter shapes the vessel according to his will)

Ps 2:6-9 (The king of Zion will shatter his enemies like a potter's vessel dashed with an iron rod)

2:1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: `The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.  2 "`I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear evil men but have tested those who call themselves apostles but are not, and found them to be false;  3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.  4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.  5 Remember then from what you have fallen, repent and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.  6 Yet this you have, you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.'
Paradise:  Ephesus was the greatest city of the province of Asia.  In Roman times it was populous, privileged, and wealthy.  It was the chief port and market city of Asia.  The temple of Artemis was one of the great wonders in Ephesus and was associated with the imperial cult.  Paul confronted many false apostles in Ephesus, such as the Judiazers.  Ephesus had a reputation for resisting false teaching.

8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: `The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.  9 "`I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.  11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who conquers shall not be hurt by the second death.'
Patriarchs:  Smyrna was one of the most prosperous cities of Asia.  It contained a temple to Tiberius which was the center of the emperor cult.  There was a considerable Jewish population with significant antagonism between the Jews and the Christians.  Though the city was rich, the Jews dominated the city and the Christians were often very poor.  The city was one of the first to be founded in 600 BC, although it was destroyed and re-founded around 300 BC.  

12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: `The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.  13 "`I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; you hold fast my name and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice immorality.  15 So you also have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16 Repent then. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.  17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone which no one knows except him who receives it.'
Wandering in the Desert:  Pergamum had a temple to Zeus, as well as a temple dedicated to the imperial cult.  It was known as a religious center.

18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: `The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  19 "`I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and beguiling my servants to practice immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.  21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her immorality.  22 Behold, I will throw her on a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her doings;  23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches shall know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve.  24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay upon you any other burden;  25 only hold fast what you have, until I come.  26 He who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, I will give him power over the nations,  27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, (SEE PSALM 2) even as I myself have received power from my Father;  28 and I will give him the morning star.  29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'
Monarchy:  Thyatira was in a broad valley and was a trading-center with many trade guilds.  Livelihood was associated with the trade-guilds and therefore pagan practices.  Some wanted to make compromises in this situation.

Mt 13:3-9, esp. v. 9

3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.
5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they had not much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil,
6 but when the sun rose they were scorched; and since they had no root they withered away.
7 Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
9 He who has ears, let him hear."

Gen 2:8-9

8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.
9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Rom 9:4-8

4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;
5 to them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ. God who is over all be blessed for ever. Amen.
6 But it is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel,
7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants; but "Through Isaac shall your descendants be named."
8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are reckoned as descendants.

Luk 12:4-5

1 In the meantime, when so many thousands of the multitude had gathered together that they trod upon one another, he began to say to his disciples first, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.
3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.
4 "I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.
5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear him!
6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.
7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.

Num 22-24:  Balak and Balaam
Num 31:5-16, esp. v. 16

5 So there were provided, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.
6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets for the alarm in his hand.
7 They warred against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and slew every male.
8 They slew the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian; and they also slew Balaam the son of Beor with the sword.
9 And the people of Israel took captive the women of Midian and their little ones; and they took as booty all their cattle, their flocks, and all their goods.
10 All their cities in the places where they dwelt, and all their encampments, they burned with fire,
11 and took all the spoil and all the booty, both of man and of beast.
12 Then they brought the captives and the booty and the spoil to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the people of Israel, at the camp on the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
13 Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the congregation, went forth to meet them outside the camp.
14 And Moses was angry with the officers of the army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, who had come from service in the war.
15 Moses said to them, "Have you let all the women live?
16 Behold, these caused the people of Israel, by the counsel of Balaam, to act treacherously against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and so the plague came among the congregation of the LORD.

1 Cor 8:4-13

4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "an idol has no real existence," and that "there is no God but one."
5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth -- as indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords" --
6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through being hitherto accustomed to idols, eat food as really offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.
8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.
9 Only take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
10 For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, at table in an idol's temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols?
11 And so by your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.
12 Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
13 Therefore, if food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to fall.

1 Cor 10:18-31

18 Consider the people of Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices partners in the altar?
19 What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?
20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be partners with demons.
21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
22 Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?
23 "All things are lawful," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful," but not all things build up.
24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.
25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience.
26 For "the earth is the Lord's, and everything in it."
27 If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience.
28 (But if some one says to you, "This has been offered in sacrifice," then out of consideration for the man who informed you, and for conscience' sake --
29 I mean his conscience, not yours -- do not eat it.) For why should my liberty be determined by another man's scruples?
30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of that for which I give thanks?
31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Ex 16:  Manna in the desert
Is 62:1-2

RSV Isaiah 62:1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name which the mouth of the LORD will give.

Gen 28:10-22

10 Jacob left Beersheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he came to a certain place, and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep.
12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!
13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your descendants;
14 and your descendants shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and by you and your descendants shall all the families of the earth bless themselves.
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done that of which I have spoken to you."
16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place; and I did not know it."
17 And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."
18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone which he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it.
19 He called the name of that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.
20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear,
21 so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God,
22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that thou givest me I will give the tenth to thee."
Mat 21:42-43

42 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: `The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the fruits of it."

1 Kg 16:30-32

30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all that were before him.
31 And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, he took for wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshiped him.
32 He erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria.

1 Kg 18 (Jezebel murders the prophets; Elijah challenges the prophets of Baal)

1 Kg 21 (Jezebel kills Naboth so Ahab can have his vineyard)

2 Kg 9 (Jezebel is killed for her sins)
Jer 18:1-11

RSV Jeremiah 18:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

2 "Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear my words."

3 So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his wheel.

4 And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me:

6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? says the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

7 If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it,

8 and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will repent of the evil that I intended to do to it.

9 And if at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it,

10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will repent of the good which I had intended to do to it.

11 Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: `Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Return, every one from his evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.'

Ps 2:6-9
6 "I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill."

 7 I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my son, today I have begotten you.

 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.

 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel."
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