Revelation Scripture Study

Revelation 20
NB: In Rev 1:18, the Lord has the keys of Death and Hades.  In Rev 9:1, a fallen angel descends to earth and has the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.  Now, in Rev 20:1, a good angel from heaven has the key to the bottomless pit to chain the dragon.

NB: In Rev 12:9, the dragon, the Devil, Satan, was thrown down to the earth.  In Rev 20:3, the dragon is chained in the bottomless pit.

Is 22:20-25 (Eliakim has the key of the house of David)
Mt 16:19 (Peter has the keys of the kingdom of Heaven)
Mt 12:28-29 (The Lord binds the strong man to plunder his house)
Eph 4:4-8 (Christ ascended and took a host of captives with him)
Col 2:13-15 (Christ disarmed the fallen powers, triumphing over them)
Heb 2:14-15 (Jesus became flesh that the power of death, the devil, would be destroyed)
Ps 90:1-6 (A thousand years to God are like a single day)
Pre-millenarianism: The coming of the Messiah will inaugurate a 1000 years of peace.

Post-millenarianism:  A 1000 years of peace will precede the second coming of the Messiah.
Amillenarianism:  The 1000 years are to be interpreted symbolically as a long period of time.

Some interpret the 1000 years of peace as representing eternity in Heaven, while others believe it indicates a the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.

1 Thess 4:13-17 (The second coming; the trumpet; the dead raised; the rapture)
Mt 13:24-30 (The final judgment:  the harvest when the wheat and weeds are separated)
Mt 13:47-50 (The final judgment: a net that gathers in the good and the bad)
Mt 25:31-33 (The final judgment:  the Son of man separating sheep and goats)
Acts 17:22-28 (The Gentiles were left to search for God according to their natural powers, until New Testament times when Christ was to be preached even to the Gentiles)
Mt 19:27-30 (In new world, the apostles will sit on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel)
NB:  In Rev 6:9, the souls of those slain in witness to Christ appeared under the altar.  In Rev 20:4, those beheaded for their testimony were raised from the dead to reign with Christ.

NB:  In Rev 1:6, we are made a kingdom of priests.  In Rev 2:11, the Church in Smyrna was called to be faithful so they would not be hurt by the second death.  In Rev 20:6, those in the first resurrection will not be affected by the second death, but became priests reigning with God and Christ.

Ez 38:1—39:20 (Gog, prince of the people from the land of Magog, leads an army of soldiers from many nations against Israel; Israel trembles in fear but the Lord utterly destroys Gog; Magog burns in fire; the bodies of the slain are eaten or buried.)
Gen 22:17 (Abraham’s descendants will be as numerous as the sand on the seashore)
Jos 11:1-9 (The Canaanites muster an army like the sand on the seashore; by the Lord, Joshua conquered them, burning their chariots with fire)
2 Kings 1:6-10 (Elijah commanded fire to come down from heaven to consume 50 men)

Jn 15:5-6 (The branch not rooted in Christ, the vine, withers and is burned in fire)

NB:  In Rev 13:8, those not in the book of life worship the beast.  In Rev 20:12, the book of life is opened and the dead are judged.  Recall the Nicene Creed:  “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.”
Mt 27:50-54 (Jesus died; the curtain was torn; the tombs were opened; the saints were raised)
1 Cor 15:20-28 (In Christ, all are raised in order; the last enemy to be destroyed is death)
Mt 5:21-22 (The sinner risks the fires of hell)
Mt 10:28 (Distinction between the first death of the body and second death of body and soul)

Revelation 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain.

2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,

3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years were ended. After that he must be loosed for a little while.

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom judgment was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God, and who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life, and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with him a thousand years.

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be loosed from his prison

8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are at the four corners of the earth, that is, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.

9 And they marched up over the broad earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city; but fire came down from heaven and consumed them,

10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.

12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done.

13 And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by what they had done.

14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire;

15 and if any one's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

NB: In Rev 1:18, the Lord has the keys of Death and Hades.  In Rev 9:1, a fallen angel descends to earth and has the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.  Now, in Rev 20:1, a good angel from heaven has the key to the bottomless pit to chain the dragon.

NB: In Rev 12:9, the dragon, the Devil, Satan, was thrown down to the earth.  In Rev 20:3, the dragon is chained in the bottomless pit.

Is 22:20-25 (Eliakim has the key of the house of David)
20 In that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,

21 and I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your girdle on him, and will commit your authority to his hand; and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.

22 And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.

23 And I will fasten him like a peg in a sure place, and he will become a throne of honor to his father's house.

24 And they will hang on him the whole weight of his father's house, the offspring and issue, every small vessel, from the cups to all the flagons.

25 In that day, says the LORD of hosts, the peg that was fastened in a sure place will give way; and it will be cut down and fall, and the burden that was upon it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken."

Mt 16:19 (Peter has the keys of the kingdom of Heaven)
15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"

16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it.

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Mt 12:28-29 (The Lord binds the strong man to plunder his house)
28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

29 Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.

Eph 4:4-8 (Christ ascended and took a host of captives with him)
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call,

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

6 one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.

7 But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.

8 Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men."

Col 2:13-15 (Christ disarmed the fallen powers, triumphing over them)
13 And you, who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,

14 having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

15 He disarmed the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him.
Heb 2:14-15 (Jesus became flesh that the power of death, the devil, would be destroyed)
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same nature, that through death he might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil,
15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong bondage.

Ps 90:1-6 (A thousand years to God are like a single day)
1 LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.

3 Thou turnest man back to the dust, and sayest, "Turn back, O children of men!"

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.

5 Thou dost sweep men away; they are like a dream, like grass which is renewed in the morning:

6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.

Pre-millenarianism: The coming of the Messiah will inaugurate a 1000 years of peace.

Post-millenarianism:  A 1000 years of peace will precede the second coming of the Messiah.

Amillenarianism:  The 1000 years are to be interpreted symbolically as a long period of time.

Some interpret the 1000 years of peace as representing eternity in Heaven, while others believe it indicates a the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.

1 Thess 4:13-17 (The second coming; the trumpet; the dead raised; the rapture)
13 But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.

14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel's call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first;

17 then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord.

Mt 13:24-30 (The final judgment:  the harvest when the wheat and weeds are separated)
24 Another parable he put before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field;

25 but while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.

26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.

27 And the servants of the householder came and said to him, `Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then has it weeds?'

28 He said to them, `An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, `Then do you want us to go and gather them?'

29 But he said, `No; lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them.

30 Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"

Mt 13:47-50 (The final judgment: a net that gathers in the good and the bad)
47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net which was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind;

48 when it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into vessels but threw away the bad.

49 So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous,

50 and throw them into the furnace of fire; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.

Mt 25:31-33 (The final judgment:  the Son of man separating sheep and goats)
31 "When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.

32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,

33 and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left.

Acts 17:22-28 (The Gentiles were left to search for God according to their natural powers, until New Testament times when Christ was to be preached even to the Gentiles)
22 So Paul, standing in the middle of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.

23 For as I passed along, and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, `To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.

24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by man,

25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all men life and breath and everything.

26 And he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their habitation,

27 that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find him. Yet he is not far from each one of us,

28 for `In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your poets have said, `For we are indeed his offspring.'

Mt 19:27-30 (In new world, the apostles will sit on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel)
27 Then Peter said in reply, "Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What then shall we have?"

28 Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
29 And every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.

30 But many that are first will be last, and the last first.

NB:  In Rev 6:9, the souls of those slain in witness to Christ appeared under the altar.  In Rev 20:4, those beheaded for their testimony were raised from the dead to reign with Christ.
NB:  In Rev 1:6, we are made a kingdom of priests.  In Rev 2:11, the Church in Smyrna was called to be faithful so they would not be hurt by the second death.  In Rev 20:6, those in the first resurrection will not be affected by the second death, but became priests reigning with God and Christ.
Ez 38:1—39:20 (Gog, prince of the people from the land of Magog, leads an army of soldiers from many nations against Israel; Israel trembles in fear but the Lord utterly destroys Gog; Magog burns in fire; the bodies of the slain are eaten or buried.)
38:1 Thus the word of the LORD came to me:  2 Son of man, turn toward Gog (the land of Magog), the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal [land of the north], and prophesy against him:  3 Thus says the Lord GOD: See! I am coming at you, Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal.  4 I will lead you forth with all your army, horses and riders all handsomely outfitted, a great horde with bucklers and shields, all of them carrying swords:  5 Persia, Cush, and Put with them (all with shields and helmets),  6 Gomer with all its troops, Beth-togarmah from the recesses of the north with all its troops, many peoples with you.

7 Prepare yourself, be ready, you and all your horde assembled about you, and be at my disposal.  8 After many days you will be mustered (in the last years you will come) against a nation which has survived the sword, which has been assembled from many peoples (on the mountains of Israel which were long a ruin), which has been brought forth from among the peoples and all of whom now dwell in security.  9 You shall come up like a sudden storm, advancing like a cloud to cover the earth, you and all your troops and the many peoples with you.

10 Thus says the Lord GOD: At that time thoughts shall arise in your mind, and you shall devise an evil scheme: 11 "I will go up against a land of open villages and attack the peaceful people who are living in security, all of them living without walls, having neither bars nor gates,

12 to plunder and pillage, turning my hand against the ruins that were repeopled and against a people gathered from the nations, a people concerned with cattle and goods, who dwell at the navel of the earth."

13 Sheba and Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish and all her young lions shall ask you: "Is it for plunder that you have come? Is it for pillage that you have summoned your horde, to carry off silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to seize much plunder?"

14 Therefore prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog: Thus says the Lord GOD: When my people Israel are dwelling in security, will you not bestir yourself  15 and come from your home in the recesses of the north, you and many peoples with you, all mounted on horses, a great horde and a mighty army?  16 You shall come up against my people Israel like a cloud covering the land. In the last days I will bring you against my land, that the nations may know of me, when in their sight I prove my holiness through you, O Gog.

17 Thus says the Lord GOD: It is of you that I spoke in ancient times through my servants, the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days that I would bring you against them.  18 But on that day, the day when Gog invades the land of Israel, says the Lord GOD, my fury shall be aroused. In my anger  19 and in my jealousy, in my fiery wrath, I swear: On that day there shall be a great shaking upon the land of Israel.  20 Before me shall tremble the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, the beasts of the field and all the reptiles that crawl upon the ground, and all men who are on the land. Mountains shall be overturned, and cliffs shall tumble, and every wall shall fall to the ground.  21 Against him I will summon every terror, says the Lord GOD, every man's sword against his brother. I will hold judgment with him in pestilence and bloodshed;  22 flooding rain and hailstones, fire and brimstone, I will rain upon him, upon his troops, and upon the many peoples with him.

23 I will prove my greatness and holiness and make myself known in the sight of many nations; thus they shall know that I am the LORD. {Note: This statement at the center of the story between Gog’s ascent and Gog’s destruction.}
39:1 Now, son of man, prophesy against Gog in these words: Thus says the Lord GOD: See! I am coming at you, Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal.  2 I will turn you about, I will urge you on, and I will make you come up from the recesses of the north; I will lead you against the mountains of Israel.  3 Then I will strike the bow from your left hand, and make the arrows drop from your right.  4 Upon the mountains of Israel you shall fall, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you. To birds of prey of every kind and to the wild beasts I am giving you to be eaten.  5 On the open field you shall fall, for I have decreed it, says the Lord GOD.  6 I will send fire upon Magog and upon those who live securely in the coastlands; thus they shall know that I am the LORD.  7 I will make my holy name known among my people Israel; I will no longer allow my holy name to be profaned. Thus the nations shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  8 Yes, it is coming and shall be fulfilled, says the Lord GOD. This is the day I have decreed.  9 Then shall those who live in the cities of Israel go out and burn weapons: (shields and bucklers,) bows and arrows, clubs and lances; for seven years they shall make fires with them.  10 They shall not have to bring in wood from the fields or cut it down in the forests, for they shall make fires with the weapons. Thus they shall plunder those who plundered them and pillage those who pillaged them, says the Lord GOD.  11 On that day I will give Gog for his tomb a well-known place in Israel, the Valley of Abarim east of the sea (it is blocked to travelers). Gog shall be buried there with all his horde, and it shall be named "Valley of Hamon-gog."  12 To purify the land, the house of Israel shall need seven months to bury them.  13 All the people of the land shall bury them and gain renown for it, when I reveal my glory, says the Lord GOD.  14 Men shall be permanently employed to pass through the land burying those who lie unburied, so as to purify the land. For seven months they shall keep searching.  15 When they pass through, should they see a human bone, let them put up a marker beside it, until others have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog.  16 (Also the name of the city shall be Hamonah.) Thus the land shall be purified.  17 As for you, son of man, says the Lord GOD, say to birds of every kind and to all the wild beasts: Come together, from all sides gather for the slaughter I am about to provide for you, a great slaughter on the mountains of Israel: you shall have flesh to eat and blood to drink.  18 You shall eat the flesh of warriors and drink the blood of the princes of the land (rams, lambs, and goats, bullocks, fatlings of Bashan, all of them).  19 From the slaughter which I will provide for you, you shall eat fat until you are filled and drink blood until you are drunk.  20 You shall be filled at my table with horses and riders, with warriors and soldiers of every kind, says the Lord GOD.

Gen 22:17 (Abraham’s descendants will be as numerous as the sand on the seashore)
16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son,

17 I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies,

18 and by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."

Jos 11:1-9 (The Canaanites muster an army like the sand on the seashore; by the Lord, Joshua conquered them, burning their chariots with fire)
1 When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,

2 and to the kings who were in the northern hill country, and in the Arabah south of Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in Naphothdor on the west,

3 to the Canaanites in the east and the west, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah.

4 And they came out, with all their troops, a great host, in number like the sand that is upon the seashore, with very many horses and chariots.

5 And all these kings joined their forces, and came and encamped together at the waters of Merom, to fight with Israel.

6 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them, for tomorrow at this time I will give over all of them, slain, to Israel; you shall hamstring their horses, and burn their chariots with fire."

7 So Joshua came suddenly upon them with all his people of war, by the waters of Merom, and fell upon them.

8 And the LORD gave them into the hand of Israel, who smote them and chased them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephothmaim, and eastward as far as the valley of Mizpeh; and they smote them, until they left none remaining.

9 And Joshua did to them as the LORD bade him; he hamstrung their horses, and burned their chariots with fire.

2 Kings 1:6-10 (Elijah commanded fire to come down from heaven to consume 50 men)
6 And they said to him, "There came a man to meet us, and said to us, `Go back to the king who sent you, and say to him, Thus says the LORD, Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone, but shall surely die.'"

7 He said to them, "What kind of man was he who came to meet you and told you these things?"

8 They answered him, "He wore a garment of haircloth, with a girdle of leather about his loins." And he said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite."

9 Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty men with his fifty. He went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, "O man of God, the king says, `Come down.'"
10 But Elijah answered the captain of fifty, "If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then fire came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.
Jn 15:5-6 (The branch not rooted in Christ, the vine, withers and is burned in fire)

5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

6 If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.
NB:  In Rev 13:8, those not in the book of life worship the beast.  In Rev 20:12, the book of life is opened and the dead are judged.  Recall the Nicene Creed:  “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.”

Mt 27:50-54 (Jesus died; the curtain was torn; the tombs were opened; the saints were raised)
50 And Jesus cried again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the rocks were split;

52 the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised,
53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe, and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!"

1 Cor 15:20-28 (In Christ, all are raised in order; the last enemy to be destroyed is death)
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.

25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

27 "For God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says, "All things are put in subjection under him," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things under him.

28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things under him, that God may be everything to every one.

Mt 5:21-22 (The sinner risks the fires of hell)
21 "You have heard that it was said to the men of old, `You shall not kill; and whoever kills shall be liable to judgment.'

22 But I say to you that every one who is angry with his brother shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the council, and whoever says, `You fool!' shall be liable to the hell of fire.
Mt 10:28 (Distinction between the first death of the body and second death of body and soul)

28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
PAGE  
Chapter 20, p. 4

